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Certificate of Mailing Under 37 CFR 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed to ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, 
WASHINGTON, DC 20231 on February 1, 2001 



Frank J. Jordan 



(Name of Registered Representative) 




02/01/01 



(Signature and Date) 



Assistant Commissioner 

for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



Attached hereto is a copy of a Japanese Office Action dated June 6, 2000, along with Form 
PTO-1449 and copies of the six cited references listed therein. 



The "Nihon Keizai Shimbun" reference and W098/15329 reference are in a foreign 
language. However, a concise explanation is not required because these non-English citations were 
cited in a search report by a foreign patent office. In such a situation, the requirement for a concise 





Serial No. 09/635,053 



explanation of relevance is satisfied by submitting an English language version of the search report. 
Such English language version of the search report is enclosed herewith. (See MPEP, Section 
609A(3), pages 600-100 and 600-101, Rev. 1, Feb. 2000). Accordingly, a concise explanation 
relating to this non-English citation is not required. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to issuance of the first Official 
Action. Therefore, there is no charge for filing this IDS. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JORDAN AND HAMBURG llp 




Frank J. Jordati 
Reg. No. 20,456 
Attorney for Applicants 



122 East 42nd Street 

New York, New York 10168 

(212) 986-2340 
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Notice of Reasons for Rejection 

Mailed on June 6, 2000 

Japanese Patent Application No. 11-226028 
Prepared on: May 31, 2000 

Name of the Examiner: Akihiko MIYAMOTO 9815 2N00 

Directed to Etsuji KOTANI (and other two persons) 
Article to be Applied: Article 29, 2nd paragraph 

This application should be rejected on the following grounds. If 
you have arguments against the rejection, you have to file a response 
within sixty (60) days of the mailing date of this letter. 

Ground of Rejection: 

The invention defined in the below-mentioned claims of the 
present application is rejected under the provision of Art. 29, 
Par. 2 of the Japanese Patent Law on the grounds that the claimed 
invention would be easily worked out by the skilled person in 
the art based on the invention recited in the following 
publications delivered in Japan or a foreign country prior to 
the filing. 

Claims 1 to 8 

Cited Documents 1 to 6 

Note : 

Cited Document 1 shows "a music game machine equipped with 
a communication system, making it possible to play with friends 
sharing the feeling of being band musicians." 

In game communication systems, it is the general technique 
of the person skilled in the art to achieve synchronization 
between a plurality of game machines (as an example, see Cited 
Document 2) . Further, it is the general technique of the person 
skilled in the art to achieve synchronization between a plurality 
of music -producing apparatuses during mutual communication (as 
an example, see [002] in Cited Document 3) . In the case where 
the "co-play" is performed with two music game machines 
"connected by a cable" , music played by each game machine should 
be synchronized with the one played by the other machines . In 
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view thereof, it could be understood that Cited Document 1 shows 
a music game machine equipped with a communication system which 
is able to synchronize music with other machines. 

For example, as shown in Cited Document 4 (see Figure 10 
and its detailed description) and Cited Document 5 # it is well 
known that in game communication systems where a player can 
participate in the game halfway without interrupting the game, 
the participating game machine checks the progress of the game. 
Accordingly, it would be obvious for the person skilled in the 
art to apply this known technique to the music machine shown 
in Cited Document 1. In music game machines, it is the usual 
technique for the skilled person in the art to have the machine 
obtain information about what music data has been performed, 
when applying the known technique to the music game machine 
equipped with a communication system. Also, it is the usual 
technique for the skilled person in the art to have the machine 
judge the performed position of music data by using position 
information attached to the music data or a count value 
corresponding to the elapsed time from the reproduction start 
time of the music data (as an example, see "cumulative measure 
quantity calculating means M3" in Cited Document 6 [0008]). 

Claims 9 to 11 

Cited Documents 1 to 6 

Note : 

Cited Document 1 recites that "five drum pads are beaten 
and a foot pedal is stamped according to instructions on a 
display. * 

Music game machines where stepping is performed according 
to instruction timings are well known , such as for example , "Dance 
Revolution" of Konami Company. 

List of Cited Documents 

1. The newspaper "Nihon Keizai Shimbun", Published on February 
14, 1999, Nihon Keizai Shimbun Co., P. 7 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 11-088557; 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 10-187148; 

4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 11-169559; 

5. International Patent Publication Number 98/15329; and 
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6. Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 06-289875. 



Result Record of Prior Art Document Search 

Searched field 

IPC seventh edition A63F13/00-13/12 

G10G 1/02 
G10H 1/00 

The Prior Art 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 6-027944; 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 6-043872; and 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication Number 7-203419. 

The result record of prior art document search does not constitute 
the reason of the rejection. 



3 



2 5 7 3 9 



#£^#-if 1 6 0 2 8 3 
3B%B ¥fi£12*E 6J3 



m m 

6 B 



IX 3 



^rnei©*-^ 

^IffflJ&BAttJIA 



#BfJSB f2 2 6 0 2 8 



TOU 2^ 



5^3 1H 



2 9 



2J1 



9815 2N00 




£©M*©#g£l©Bfr£> 6 0 B^ft£SB#£Ji£BLTT£^o 



£ © mni©Tg B©ii^ig t m z> mm&, * © mean? b * a ^ x is £ & ^ t 

^^tLfe"FSB© : RJ ; ^TtIi-SB*g^tl}fe^H^^3SV^T^ ^©mjpJiui;:^©3§BJ©JI 

m&m i~8 

y-AH S^^^AlCiJMTx ^©^*— A^gPH^TO^m§^il(±s Mail 



1 6 0 2 8 3 

&mn ¥fi£12^ 6£ 6H 2/ 3 



trV^5*St*S (-0»JfcUT3l/B:fcilK3© [0 0 0 2] ^£#3=0 0 r/r- 

^Aiz mm %a&m %mm-rzzti±m m% #m & u# s & © r- & § 0 - 

At&MTs ^"-A©ItM$fGSt§fefet, ^7=— *1fi¥ZL 

mmm 9 ~ 1 1 



51 m x m m - n 

1. B:Wi?$£rHU 1 9 9 9^2^ 1 4B^frx B^^ffP^i^^ p. 7 

2 . 1 1 -0 8 8 5 5 7 

3 . mm ¥ 1 0- 1 8 7 1 4 8 ^£tfg 

4 . 1 1 - 1 6 9 5 5 9 

5. iW1I9 8/1 5 3 2 9^>7l/-n - - 

6 . 06-289875 



1 6 0 2 8 3 
#gj£B ¥fiE12*E 6% 6B 3/ 3 



•SSSbfc^I? IPC! 71 

A 6 3 F 1 3/0 0-13/12 
G 1 0 G 1/0 2 
G 1 0 H 1/0 0 

6-027944 

6- 043872 

7- 203419 ^5km 



Hftfil— gP FSa-rWh ^(LlJ^BS TEL 03-3581-1101 |*U& 3275-7 

FAX 03-3501-0478 



